
 

 

Under the reign of King Hezekiah great reforms were put in motion to expel 
the stain of idolatry that had become normal practice in Judah, and to restore 
proper worship practice to the one true God. The first step towards true 
worship was to destroy the places and items associated with idolatry. Hezekiah 
“removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden 
image and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until 
those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan” 
(II Ki. 18:4).  
    

This bronze serpent that Judah had made into an idol was intended by God 
to be a blessing to them. As the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, they 
began to complain, “so the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and many of the people died” (Num. 21:6). Upon the 
peoples’ repentance, Moses was told to construct a bronze serpent and to lift 
it high upon a pole. God said, “it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when 
he looks at it, shall live” (Num. 21:8).  
    

Even beyond the physical healing of those Israelites who repented of their 
complaining, the bronze serpent had a deeper, much more important spiritual 
lesson to teach as well. Jesus told Nicodemus, “As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn. 3:14-15).  
    

Good was intended by God in giving this serpent, but His people chose to 
use it for evil. Is it possible that we may sometimes misuse the blessings that 
God bestows on us for selfish or even idolatrous purposes? We should be 
thankful to God for our blessings − every good and perfect thing comes from 
Him (Jas. 1:17)! But we must keep them in their proper place!  
 

Among the promises given to Abraham, we often stress land, nation, and seed 
as the driving promises that tell the story of Israel (Gen 12:1-7; 15; 17:1-8; 
22:15-18). Indeed, they tell the story of all of us, and we make a mistake in 
thinking that these promises were completely finalized in physical Israel. The 
typological significance needs stressed now: 
 

1. Nation: In Christ, we are the “holy nation, a people for his own pos-
session” (1 Pet 2:9). 
 

2. Land: In Christ, we receive the promise of the inheritance (1 Pet 1:3-5). 
Note that the language of inheritance is the language of the land promise 
(Num 26:53-56; 33:54, etc.). 
 

3. Seed: In Christ, we are the seed (the seed is Christ, but when we are in 
Him, we then become the seed, Gal 3:16-29). Because we are the seed of 
Abraham, then as we live and teach the gospel, we become a blessing to all 
nations. 
 

There are more, and I want to include this one: Kingship. Abraham was 
promised that kings would come from him (Gen 17:6). While the kings of 
Israel, particularly David and his descendants, fulfilled this, the greater 
fulfillment is found in Jesus. Then, by extension, because we are in Him, we 
reign with Him (2 Tim 2:12; Rev 5:10). This connects back to the fact that we 
are made in God’s image and given dominion (Gen 1:26-28). 
 

The promises of God are sure and steadfast. In these we place our faith and 
therefore have the hope that serves as the anchor of the soul (Heb 6:13-20). 
 

Let this encourage you today. 
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“…at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him when he saw that the city 
was given over to idols.”          - Ac 17:16 
     

When I was a kid, ‘Neapolitan’ ice 
cream contained the ‘big three’ – 
vanilla, chocolate, and strawberry – 
all in the same carton. I preferred the 
strawberry, so that part was usually 
the first to go.  
      

Some folks choose a religion (or a 
church) the same way. 
    

Like the pagan Greeks of Athens, 
our society worships at the altar of 
many ‘gods’. From plain-vanilla 
Amish to glitzy, metropolitan mega-
churches, the religious flavors out 
there cover the spectrum of human 
preferences. 
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SENTENCE SERMON – What takes moments to wound can take years to 
   heal – so mind your tongue. 
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preferences. You prefer this flavor? 
It’s out there! You would rather have 
that flavor? It’s out there, too! 
     

But isn’t that the problem? When we 
choose religion like we choose ice 
cream (because it’s the flavor we 
prefer), then God’s preference is 
ignored. Paul put it like this, “Am I 
now seeking the approval of man, or of.
God?” (Ga 1:10). His underlying 
assumption is that we should seek 
the approval of God – and God has 
only one flavor (Mt 16:18). Above all 
else, we should strive to learn about 
that church that Jesus built; and we 
should strive to make His prefer-
ence our preference, too! 
 - WKing 


