Light Front Porch
and Life Christianity

Architecture is a great lens through which to view changes in culture. An
interesting observation about a lot of modern architecture? Hardly any front
porches. While houses were once designed to appear welcoming and hos-
pitable, giving residents a chance to sit in their rocking chairs and greet
strangers passing by on the sidewalk, houses today are built like fortresses to
keep the world at a distance! Rather than wishing neighbors a good morning
from the front steps, many people today don’t even know their neighbor’s
tirst name! Our society is increasingly less personal and friendly.

In Jesus’ final prayer before His arrest, He prayed of His apostles, “the world
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the
wortld. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one” (Jn 17:14-15). This is the origin of the
popular saying that we are to be ‘in the world, not of the world.’

Oftentimes, we tend to focus more on the part about not being of the world.
That’s good, but the first half is important too! In fact, within the next verses
Jesus prays, “as You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the
world.” He wasn’t only praying for the apostles, but for all who would accept
their teachings, “that they all may be one... that the world may believe that
You sent Me” (Jn 17:18-21).

Later, Paul would write that Christians should not keep company with
brethren caught in habitual sin — but that doesn’t mean we should live in a
bubble of only faithful Christians, “since then you would need to go out of
the world” (I Cor 5:10)!

Let’s let our front porch lights shine in that darkness!
- Sam Bunyard

Just My I Don’t
Thoughts Know

In our modern world, we are often assaulted by the prevalence of a people
that seek intellectual advancement. For a number of years people have placed
a high value on intellect and knowledge. And in some ways this is a good
thing. After all, without knowledge I could never hope to have written this
article, Warren could never hope to have gotten it printed, and you could
never have hoped to have read it! But there is also a danger to knowledge.

In our pursuit of knowledge and intellect, we often forget something critical
— humility. We seek answers to life’s hardest questions, search the scriptures
to find a response to atheists, agnostics, and denominationalists. We can, in
this pursuit of knowledge, become so proud that we forget that we don’t have
the answer to every question. We are so obsessed with the erudite that we are
terrified to say, “I don’t know”, when someone asks a difficult question.

We need to be more comfortable saying we don’t know the answer to all of
life’s questions. Certainly, there are some questions we must have an answer
for. But there are some questions about life, about the Bible, and about God
that we will simply never be able to provide an answer for. We are not God.
We cannot have an answer for everything. It’s simply impossible. And we
need to get comfortable with that. Instead of obsessing over knowledge, let’s
get comfortable with not having the answer to every question. Let’s replace
our pursuit of the erudite for the pursuit of something far more valuable. Let’s
take heed of what Paul writes to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 8 and pursue
love rather than the knowledge that puffs up.

“We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up.”

- Hayden Cathey
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A Boy Schools the Intellectuals

“The heavens declare the glory of
God and... The law of the Lord is
perfect...” -Ps19:1,7

Thus, a shepherd boy provided his
own rationale for believing in the
existence of God. It is a two-tiered
argument that still stands today.

The ‘external evidence’ (evidence
outside the Bible) that David saw
was simply in the majesty of God’s
creation. So pervasive is this evi-
dence that David literally saw it
everywhere — “there is no speech nor
langnage where their voice is not heard”
(vs 3). Just look around. The evi-
dence of ‘intelligent design’ really is
all around us.

But David saw evidence for God’s
existence in the scriptures as well
(‘internal evidence’). He saw God’s
law as ‘perfect’ (famim or unblem-
ished). He described it as ‘righteous’
and ‘pure’ and declared its worth to
be far greater than gold. David saw
something in the scriptures that
many today do not. Perhaps if they
read it with the same heart as David,
they would have the same reverence
and appreciation for it — and for its
divine origin.

Yes, there is a2 God. And to refuse
to acknowledge that fact is —as Paul

put it to the pagans — inexcusable

(Ro 1:20). - WKing




