
 

 

A God of Small Numbers 

  

‘ 

Several of us met at a local coffee 
shop on a recent, rainy morning just 
to chew the fat ― and encourage 
one another. The talk soon turned 
to the effort involved in teaching, or 
in writing a bulletin. A comment 
was made about how discouraging it 
must be to expend so much energy 
only to have so few respond to it.
I had to disagree; and here’s why. 
     

God has always been a God of the 
small numbers. From the time of 
Noah and the flood (only eight 
saved out of probably millions), to 
the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (three saved out of what 
was probably thousands), to the 
remn 
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remnant of Judah in the days of the
Restoration (42,000 from what had 
been an innumerable number – as 
the sand on the seashore), to the day 
of Pentecost (3,000 out of probably 
two million – or 1 out of every 667), 
to the words of Jesus (“difficult is 
the way which leads to life, and 
there are few that find it”, Mt 7:14)
― all point to one simple truth: God 
is a God of small numbers. 
    

It is the natural inclination of people 
― including preachers and teachers 
― to have their work appreciated. 
And if they are fortunate (as the 
prophet Haggai was, and as I am 
here in Rogers)                                        >



 

 

We are accustomed to defining our loyalty to Christ in terms of 
our behaviors. We obey the commandments, we do good works, we 
clean up our language, we shun evil conduct, and so forth. This is all 
good, of course. But the true measure of our relationship with Christ is 
found in our minds. Actions can be faked; attitudes cannot.  
    

In Philippians 2:3-5, Paul contrasts two mindsets that determine the true 
trajectory of our lives. One he calls "selfish ambition or conceit." This 
describes the person who looks out on the world with one goal in view: 
to promote self. Every decision is influenced by the calculation, "how 
will this benefit me?" Even "good" people can use their goodness as a 
tool for self-promotion (think Pharisees). 
       

The second mindset is one of "looking out for the interests of others." 
This person "esteems others as better than himself." In all relations with 
others, there is no angle to play, no ulterior motive, no manipulation; just 
a genuine "lowliness of mind" that sincerely wants others to benefit.  
      

The life of Jesus was based on the latter mindset. This "mind of Christ" 
was incomprehensible to those who saw Him in action during His earthly 
sojourn. He had the power to get anything He wanted; yet He used it 
exclusively to serve humanity. And His mind is still incomprehensible 
today, even among His disciples. Humans just aren't wired that way, and 
it takes an extraordinary act of repentance ("change of heart") to even 
begin to understand what a revolutionary change this would create in our 
lives if we could implement it. But if we take our commitment to Jesus 
Christ seriously, we must turn all our attention toward fixing the source 
of our sin problem: our selfish hearts.              – David King (edited for space) 

(continued from page one)  
here in Rogers), their work will be 
appreciated. People will respond, 
not only with words of apprecia-
tion, but with changed lives and a 
greater love for the Lord and for 
one another. 
    

But what if people do not respond 
with outward words of praise? 
What if people seem to make slow 
application of the things taught? 
Should that be a cause for discour-
agement on the part of the teacher? 
Absolutely not!  
     

If the Good Lord Himself never 
got through to the masses, why 
should we expect better? Yet He 
never got discouraged. While He 
took advantage of opportunities to 
talk to the masses (sermon on the 
mount), He never passed up an 
opportunity to get through to the 
‘one’ (Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
woman, etc.). And we never know 
who that ‘one’ will be. 
    

The ‘one’ may be someone who 
randomly reads an article which 
changes their perspective – and 
their life – forever. Was it worth 
the effort to write that article? Of 
course it was. 

The ‘one’ may be a young person 
in the audience who is convicted to 
dedicate his or her life to serving 
Christ and serving others ― even 
as many around them are com-
pletely oblivious to the powerful 
sermon being presented. Was it 
worth it to preach that sermon 
anyway? Of course it was. 
    

It is easy for preachers (and other 
brethren) to fall into the numbers 
trap. Like the denominational 
preacher who bragged to me once 
about the 10,000 people he had for 
an ‘Easter service’, we want to be 
heard (I told him we had 11,000 
people that Sunday ― after an 
awkward silence, we both laughed, 
though for different reasons). The 
number in the audience is mean-
ingless ― it’s the number who are 
moved to greater service to God 
and others that matters. If that’s 
only one, then all of the expended 
effort was worth it. 
    

One soul is worth more than all the 
world’s wealth combined; so never 
discount the ‘one’. After all, once 
upon a time, you were that ‘one’! 
Aren’t you glad that He is a God of 
small numbers? 
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