
 

 

How God Defeated Satan 
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The short answer to the question 
of how God defeated Satan is 
rather easy. He sent His Son Jesus 
to die on the cross for our sins. 
Case closed. End of story.  
    

But the story is much more in-
volved than that. The sacrifice of 
Jesus was certainly a critical step in 
God’s victory over Satan. But it 
was just one step of many.  
    

Before Genesis one, before the 
creation of the universe, God had a 
plan in place to address a problem 
that hadn’t even happened yet. The 
problem was  

 
   

The letter ‘ I ’ is at 
the heart of sin. 
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problem was a wholesale rebellion 
against Him. The adversary was 
Satan – the devil, the accuser. And 
while we know little of his activities 
before Ge 1:1, he is called a liar and 
a murderer (Jn 8:44). From his first 
appearance in the Biblical narrative, 
(Ge 3), he has proven to be both.  
     

The issue at stake: God is a perfectly 
righteous God and will not fellow-
ship sin, not even a little bit. Yet 
Satan has persuaded us all to sin −
to rebel against God. That rebellion 
is not a shift in loyalty from God to



 

 

Satan (at least not directly). Rather 
it is a shift of loyalty from God to 
self. Satan does not need us to fall 
before him and worship him. He is 
content with us worshipping our-
selves. And he is very successful. 
 

God’s preemptive move against 
Satan was not simply to destroy 
him. That would have been a 
partial victory – but such a move 
would not have helped you and 
me. Instead, His move was The 
Plan – the scheme of redemption, 
the plan of salvation. It included 
creating a nation of people who 
would be loyal to Him (the 
church). Centuries of tutorial work 
(the Old Testament) prepared the 
way for this spiritual nation. And 
of course, The Plan included a 
Messiah – one who did live a 
perfect life, and thereby became a 
suitable sacrifice for the sins of 
humanity. But there is more. 
    

This spiritual nation is comprised 
of those who have been, them-
selves, rebellious against God (all 
ha 
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have sinned), yet have come to 
Him through the Messiah, Jesus 
(faith in Him, repentance from 
sins, and immersion in water – Mk 
16:16, Ac 2:38). And these people 
(the Bible calls them Christians) are 
not righteous robots. They have 
been forgiven of their sins – not 
once, not three times, not seven 
times, but seventy times seven (Mt 
18:22). That is, as often as we need 
God’s forgiveness, He is faithful to 
forgive (1 Jn 1:9). He is, after all, a 
God of grace and mercy.  
    

And that is how God defeated 
Satan. It matters not how many 
times Satan succeeds in leading us 
away from God, if we have a heart 
of humble repentance, God will 
forgive us. Satan simply cannot 
keep up with God’s grace. 
    

Even as Christians we may still feel 
broken at times – weak and worth-
less. But remember this one thing: 
never give up on God, for He will 
never give up on you. 
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